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Current Trends 


A survey by the National Association of Purchasing Management (NAPM) predicts that prices will 
continue to rise moderately in 1980. An association spokesperson said, however, that “managers 
expect a mild economic downturn this year, possibly ending by midyear.” About 37 percent of the 
purchasing managers surveyed said they are optimistic about the future; 50 percent said they were 
concerned and 9 percent were pessimistic. 


Kenneth Rosen, professor of economic analysis at the University of California at Berkeley, predicts a 
“moderate decline’’ in mortgage lending in 1980 . . . to about $175 billion from about $184 billion in 
1979. He said the actual number of housing units financed will be less, however, because it will take more 
money to buy a house or apartment. Financial analysts generally agree that ‘‘As months go by things will 
look a little better than they have,’’ according to a survey the Wall Street Journal. 


A savings and loan association in Toledo, Ohio is offering consumers a “one-year mortgage”! 
Actually, the home buyer has one year to decide what type of mortgage he will select: a fixed-rate 
mortgage or a five-year “rollover” arrangement where the interest is recalculated every five years. 
According to the Wall Street Journal, the decision can be made whenever the borrower thinks the 
rates are as low as they will go. During the one-year period, the borrower will pay a 13 percent 
interest rate on the mortgage. 


The results of the Nation’s first opinion survey of blacks by a black national research and polling group is 
expected to be released sometime this month. The poll was conducted by Data Black, Inc., a new 
organization focusing exclusively on the opinions of black Americans. The New York-based group said it 
would poll blacks in cities, the suburbs and rural areas via telephone interviews. The first survey deals with 
the 1980 presidential election, black attitudes toward other ethnic groups, abortion, busing and 
international affairs. 


County government employment (1,768,000) rose only 0.2 percent from October 1977 to October 
1978 according to a report released by the Bureau of the Census. There was a 6 percent increase in 
1976-1977. The 1978 figures followed trends shown in State government employment, which rose 
only 1.4 percent in FY 1978, and total local government employment, which rose only 0.9 percent. 


Vincent Barabba, director of the Bureau of the Census, says that the population trends of the past decade 
will have an important impact on the decade of the 1980’s. The Census director said changes in families, 

in regional migration and in the age structure of society will all have an effect on the future lifestyles of 
Americans. He estimated that the U.S. population will increase by some 21 million persons over the next 
10 years. 





HUD Reaches ‘Settlement’ to Take Over Soul City 


HUD soon will take over the new community development in Warren County, N.C. known as ‘‘Soul 
City,’’ following a $10 million settlement with the management of the troubled project. The settlement 
represents Federal payment of loans that HUD had guaranteed. An additional $167,000 will be paid to 
Soul City for other debts of the project. In all, Soul City received some $29 million in Federal, State and 
local grants loans. 


The mostly black development was created and approved by HUD in 1972. Last February then HUD 
Secretary Patricia Roberts Harris appointed a task force to review the current and future conditions 
affecting the viability and success of the project. The task force concluded that Soul City was not 
financially feasible. HUD foreclosed on the project in July 1979 after the Board of Directors of the New 
Community Development Corporation (NCDC) voted to acquire the assets of Soul City. The agency 
said at the time that: ‘‘Even if Soul City’s substantial debt were reduced to zero, there would be insufficient 
funds from sources other than the Federal Government to pay operating expenses or to amortize any new 
debt.”’ At the time of the foreclosure, only 40 lots had been sold and 31 new homes constructed. 





HUD Schedules Seminars to Promote Handicapped Housing 


HUD has slated seminars in 10 cities to promote increased housing opportunities for handicapped persons. 
The seminar program, sponsored by the Office of Independent Living for the Disabled, is part of a new 
technical assistance program known as Handi-Tap. 


Verna Landrieu, wife of the HUD secretary, serves as honorary chairperson of the Handi-Tap Advisory 
Panel. She said that the project will provide the means to bring together housing professionals, service 
providers, State and local officials, members of HUD’s field staff and disabled consumers and their 
representatives in an effort to identify, develop and exhibit community needs for housing the Nation’s 
disabled persons. 

The seminars will concentrate on methods of surveying the number of handicapped individuals in 
communities, procedures used to assess the local housing needs, identification of available resources and 
the development of services that are related to housing needs. At the conclusion of the seminars, six States 
will receive demonstration funding “‘to guide and coordinate’’ statewide housing networks for 
handicapped persons. The third phase, focused on communications, will include the publication of 
materials summarizing the findings of the seminars and demonstration projects. 

The dates and places for the serzinars are: 

Charleston, W. Va., January 7-9 

Ft. Worth, Texas, January 20-23 

Birmingham, Ala., February 4-6 

Portland, Ore., February 11-13 

Salt I .‘e City, Utah, February 25-28 

Hartford, Conn. , March 3-5 

Kansas City, Mo., March 17-19 

Milwaukee, Wisc., March 31 - April 2 

Newark, N.J., April 14-16 


San Diego, Calif., April 21-23 





NAHB Studies Housing for the Handicapped 


When members of the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) meet in Las Vegas for their first 
meeting of 1980, they will have an opportunity to inspect a three-bedroom, 1, 100-square-foot house 
designed to be accessible to the handicapped. The project is sponsored by the NAHB Research 
Foundation under a HUD contract. The project seeks to show that housing for the physically handicapped 
need not be substantially different from other housing. ‘‘In fact, if the home is designed correctly, many 
people probably would be unaware of most of the special features for the handicapped,”’ said Lee Fisher, 
director of industrial engineering for the foundation. 


The Las Vegas home is one of six being built for demonstration purposes. Two are single-family houses 
and four are multifamily units. They are designed so that an handicapped owner can resell it to a 
non-handicapped buyer with little or no modifications. Fisher said some of the houses’ features might even 
be preferable to the non-handicapped. These include wider than normal hallways and interior doors and a 
larger than normal bathroom. 


‘Adults-Only’ Laws Being Challenged in Court 


A Washington, D.C. suburban family has filed suit in a U.S. District Court seeking to overturn a law 
which permits landlords to refuse to rent to families with children. A Baltimore real estate firm and Prince 
Georges County (Maryland) are respondents in the case filed by Thomas Langley. Langley contends that 
the landlord wrongfully evicted his family because their children were under 18 years of age. He further 
contends that the section of the county code which permitted the eviction is ‘‘arbitrary and unreasonable as 
it bears no substantial relation to the public health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of Prince 
George’s County.’’ The suit asks the court to declare the law unconstitutional and to award $300,000 in 
damages. 


Langley’s case is one of many across the Nation. Most are still in some phase of litigation, however. In a 
recent, similar case on the West Coast, the California Appeals Court ruled that there is nothing illegal or 
unconstitutional about ‘‘adult-only’’ apartmerit buildings. The judge in that case ruled that refusing to rent 
to couples with children or canceling the lease of couples who bear children ‘‘is a purely private and 
unregulated act of discrimination for which the law offers no redress.’’ That decision is on appeal to the 
California State Supreme Court. 


New York Commission Seeks Help in Bias Fight 


Isaiah E. Robinson, Jr. , chairman of the New York City Commission on Human Rights (CCHR), has 
written to major publications across the Nation seeking assistance in combating housing discrimination. 
The CCHR asked publishers carrying real estate advertisements to include a ‘*fair housing notice’’ on a 
continuing basis. The notice informs readers and advertisers that the publication is subject to Federal, State 
and local laws prohibiting discrimination in the sale, rental or leasing of housing accommodations. 
Robinson said it also would indicate that the publisher does not knowingly accept advertising that violates 
antidiscrimination laws. 


The CCHR director noted that the appearance of the notice across the country would help create a 
self-monitoring systems which could screen out those who discriminate. It would encourage realtors and 
brokers to place their ads in publications that ‘conscientiously accept only those advertisements that 
comply with the law.” 


The letter to publishers said: ‘‘In the course of processing complaints of discrimination, the Commission 
establishes agreements with various real estate firms which require them either to advertise in a newspaper 
that carries a fair housing notice or to include in their own ad their intention not to discriminate. Many 
agents prefer to advertise only in complying papers because they feel a fair housing statement in their own 
ads subjects them to a ‘stigma’ in the public’s eye.”’ 





Nuggets 


Keith B. Romney has been elected to a one-year term as chairman of the American Land Development 
Association’s (ALDA) Resort Timesharing Council. A member of the Utah bar, Romney has been called 
the ‘‘Father of Condominiums.’’ He served as counsel on the first condominium project in Utah in 1960 
and has served as a condo consultant in numerous projects across the Nation. 


James Lester, Two Rivers, Wisconsin, was elected president of the Hardwood Plywood Manufacturers 
Association (HPMA) for 1980. Robert Renfrom, Chesapeake, Va., was named vice president. The 
Spring convention of the HPMA will be held April 16-18 at the Mills House in Charleston, S.C. 


Walter J. Kelliher has been appointed a new member and chairman of the Massachusetts Housing 
Finance Agency (MHFA) by Governor Edward J. King. Kelliher is a former eight-term mayor of the City 
of Malden. He has demonstrated commitment to providing housing for all income groups, according to 
John Eller, MHFA executive director. He replaces Roger Foster, former vice chairman of the agency. 


E. Robert Miller, San Matec, Ca. , has been elected president of the Institute of Real Estate Management 
(IREM) for 1980. He earlier was named to head the Certified Property Managers for the same period. 
Miller graduated from the University of Wisconsin and later served as an instructor of real estate 
management in the university’s School of Commerce. Other [REM officers for 1980 include: Eugene J. 
Burger, Sausalito, Ca., president-elect, and Tan Tek Lum, Honolulu, Hawaii, secretary-treasurer. 
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